
School District of Black River Falls

School Board Policy 457-Rule

Suicide Education/Prevention/Intervention Guidelines

A. Civil Liability Exemption

Section 118.295 of the Wisconsin Statutes says:  "Any school board, private school,
county handicapped children's education board or cooperative educational service
agency and any officer, employe or volunteer thereof, who in good faith attempts to
prevent suicide by a student is immune from civil liability for his/her acts or
omissions in respect to the suicide or attempted suicide.  The civil liability immunity
provided in this section is in addition to and not in lieu of that provided under section
895.48 (1) of the state statutes."

B. Crisis Intervention Team

A crisis intervention team should be formed composed of a building administrator
and student services staff.   The key person in a crisis team is the principal of the
building.  The principal of the building shall have the authority to call together key
people from the district office and all schools to form the core of the crisis team.
Members of the team should be as follows:

1. Counselors (elementary, middle and high school)

2. School psychologists

3. Staff (inservices/trained in crisis situation)

C. Guidelines

The following guidelines should be adhered to in event of the following:

1. A student has exhibited symptoms which may be interpreted as suicidal

The staff member who becomes aware of the student should:

a. Consult with the building administrator or school counselor.

b. As a result of the consultation, the crisis intervention team may be asked to
convene.

c. The referring staff member shall be informed of the results of the intervention.

2. Suicide threat by a student



The staff member should:

a. Arrange to have the student remain with a responsible adult until the
parent/guardian or other help arrives.

b. Notify the building administrator or counselor who in turn shall contact
parent(s)/guardian(s) and:

(1) Inform him/her/them of the situation; and

(2) Advise him/her/them to contact Mississippi River Human Services or a
counselor of his/her/their choice.

3. Suicide attempt by a student

The staff member shall see that the following steps are taken:

a. Obtain medical assistance.

b. Call the building administrator or counselor.

c. Call the parent(s)/guardian(s) and inform him/her/them of the situation.

d. Provide immediate first aid as needed and remain with student until medical
assistance is obtained.

e. The building administrator or counselor calls together the crisis intervention
team.

f. The crisis intervention team shall provide appropriate follow-up as needed
upon the student's return to school.

4. Completed suicide by a student

a. The building principal needs to immediately obtain the facts (confirmation of
suicide.)

b. The police must be contacted if the suicide occurs on school property during a
school-sponsored activity and the scene must be immediately protected.

c. The building principal should meet with the crisis intervention team and then
with the building staff to give them the facts as soon as possible.

d. Teachers then would make a brief announcement to their class, homeroom or
TA group regarding the facts.  Students should be informed about the situation
in a way that does not glamorize the act of suicide.



e. After the staff has announced the death to students and, if permitted, told
students the cause or nature of death, the students shall react in a variety of
ways.  (See 457-Exhbit)

f. Staff should read the reactions that students will possess in varying degrees.
The exact wording by staff after reading these reactions should be as follows:

"After listening to the feelings that I have described, can you identify any of
them in yourself?  Are there any emotions or questions or thoughts that you
have had that you would like to express or ask about at this time?"

(1) Teachers should then wait, if possible, for almost a minute to allow
students to make a decision regarding talking or not.  Teachers should wait
silently.

(2) You may not get much of a response.  This is okay.

(3) If you do, listen attentively, answer the questions if possible but mainly
just show close attention and caring about what the person is saying.

(4) Do not answer questions regarding how the student died.  If asked, just
say, "That's not important to discuss right now."  Talk to students in a
calm, matter-of-fact manner.

g. After the student responses are over, tell them that if they wish to express
other feelings, questions or thoughts, that they should go to counseling or
crisis center which has been established to help them.  Some students may
want to talk to the teacher, maybe they are more comfortable with their
teacher, but students need to talk for two (2) reasons:

(1) It is always better to talk about your feelings in a situation like this than to
keep them in.  They lose their power when they are brought out in the
open.

(2) Each of you has a responsibility to yourself to do something when you are
feeling bad for extended period of time.  Feeling bad sometimes is normal,
but if it lasts too long, you need to do something about it.

h. Other considerations

(1) Do not hold a school assembly.

(2) Do not bring large groups of students together.

(3) Hold classes as usual; content of classroom activity could be based on
needs of students.



(4) Do not cancel any school-related activity because of death of a student, if
necessary, postpone activity and reschedule as soon as possible.

(5) Suggest the funeral be in the evening.  This gives students the option to go
or not with a parent/guardian and prevents them from going en mass
during the day without school support.

(6) Crisis intervention team and other staff should attend visitation and remain
to assist students coming to visitation.

(7) All staff should be observant in classrooms, hallways and cafeteria areas
in the days and weeks immediately following the suicide.

D. Inservice

It is important that all building staff be regularly inserviced regarding youth suicide,
district policy and guidelines.
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